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What's Happening at DCMS?


The DCMS Tiger Tales is a monthly publication that keeps the Dawson County Middle School
community updated on DMS events and information.


Get Ready for the Dawson County Middle School 4th Annual
Fun Run
 
On November 1, 2021, ALL students will participate in a 2.5-mile Fun Run here at DCMS! This is our
ONLY school-wide fundraiser for the year, and we need your help! All proceeds will go back to our
students and will be used toward things like student luncheons and recognitions, PBIS rewards and
events, our end-of-year “carnival,” classroom supplies for labs and activities, and so much more!
 
Your challenge is to get FIVE people to sponsor you for $5 each ($2 per mile!)
 
Here’s what you need to know:







Student Council Volunteers for #COINS4CURE


 
All students raising $25 will get a “Fun Run” t-shirt
The Fun Run t-shirt will also be your ticket to the dance the Friday before on October 29!
The homeroom with the highest percentage of students raising $25 in each grade level will be
treated to chicken biscuits
The homeroom with the highest overall amount raised in each grade level will also be treated to
chicken biscuits
A grand prize of Wireless Beats will be given to the boy and girl at each grade level who raise the
most money.
The student who raises the second-highest amount of money at each grade level will receive a
hydro �ask
Medals will be given to �rst, second, and third-place boys and girls in each grade level that have
raised money!


Click here for more info!


On Friday, September 10th, many of our DCMS Student Council members partnered with Dawson
County High School FCCLA members to help collect #coins4cure during the homecoming football
game. At the end of the night, they collected $534.03 to be donated for childhood cancer research!
Great job, Student Council! Our DCMS Student Government also hosted their own coin drive for Coins



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n8GmygXWbDACYKWUYb_Ey78xJYgtD3GZADDqAoonR8M/edit?usp=sharing





for a Cure. The event was organized by Erin Grigsby and Student Government member Livi Graham.
Homerooms competed to see which classroom could raise the most money. Mrs. Karen Spencer's
homeroom won and received Chick-�l-A biscuits for the entire class. DCMS staff and students raised
over 800.00 for this very important cause. Way to go, Tigers!







Don't Forget to Wear Orange on October 20th!


Unity Day is on October 20th! This event was created by PACER’s National Bullying Prevention
Center, to come together in one giant ORANGE message of hope and support. Students and staff
WEAR AND SHARE ORANGE to color our nation, and even the world, to visibly show that our society
believes no child should ever experience bullying. We hope our efforts show our commitment to
prevent childhood bullying and unite for kindness, acceptance, and inclusion.







Spotlight on Academics


ELA "Who Am I?"
Students in 7th grade ELA have been busy learning about sentence structure this month. The
students enjoyed moving around and interviewing each other as they asked prompting questions to
determine what sentence type they had on their forehead.  


Scale Drawing Project - 7th Grade Accelerated Math
The 7th grade accelerated math classes have been working on their Geometry Cycle, during this
cycle they learned about scale drawing, area of circles, and volume. Mrs. Smith's classes converted
the geometry concepts to a real-world problem by creating birdhouses. The �rst step included
researching birds in our area. Next, the students created a scale drawing of what they wanted their
birdhouse to look like according to the bird they selected. Once they had their scale with a key the
students transformed their birdhouses onto the wood. Mrs. Smith cut all of their pieces according
to their drawings. The �nal step included constructing and decorating the birdhouses.
Congratulations to Mrs. Smith and the 7th-grade students who completed this project! Mrs. Smith
believes that the students learned many skills that they would not have learned by just solving
problems on paper.







Sixth Grade Learns about the Impact of 9-11
In Mrs. Greene's Class, small groups traveled throughout the room engaging in different activities
regarding 9/1l. Students gained a better understanding of the impact of 9/11 as they analyzed a
minute-by-minute timeline, read an article from an eyewitness, and watched a video from kids just like
them, who were not alive during 9/11.







Text Structures Escape Room -6th Grade ELA
ELA students learned about text structure in a fun escape room activity. Students rushed to determine
the correct text structures for several articles in an effort to �nd the right puzzles and escape Mrs.
Greene’s room!







Stay in the KNOW! Check out our DCMS News Team's first
newscast this year!


DCMS Enters Scarecrow Fest 2021
Check out Dawson County Middle School’s entry in the 2021 Scarecrow Fest in support of Good
Shepherd Clinic in Dawsonville! Please be sure to like and follow The Good Shepherd Clinic in order to
cast your vote for our DCMS MONSTER CROW! The pics of all entries will be posted on the clinic's
Facebook page soon. The entry with the most likes will win! THANK YOU to our awesome team of
volunteers, Brett Hall, Cory Crannell Hall, Rylie Hall, Preslie Hall, Easton Hall, Erika Woody, Kyle Woody,
and Blake Holbrook. We would also like to thank Harris and Nathan Turner for donating the hay and
Brian Westbrook Cabinets for donating the pumpkins!







Congratulations to our October Student and Sta� Member of
the Month!















Literacy Connection


Find Free Reading Resources by Clicking Below.







Parents,
Although your child will read a lot at school, reading at home is just as important. There are plenty of
easy ways to integrate reading into your child's everyday life. For more information on how to
encourage independent reading click here!
 
Students!
For access to our DCMS Media Center resources and more FREE reading resources click here!



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vT8k312mOT7msbpCOSPhRMyKW0BPxL-RMmXwJliglMlrJWVBNg434K4PKAe5NBJis_Ufy8O035Zuum5/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000

https://justaddstudents.com/independent-reading/

https://dcms.dawsoncountyschools.org/faculty_and_staff/media_specialist





Visit the DCMS Online Book Fair OCTOBER 29TH-
NOVEMBER 5TH and help our school earn money to support


literacy. Click the image below to order!







PBIS News


PBIS Quarterly Rewards -1st 9 weeks
Every student that met PBIS Prowl expectations this quarter had an opportunity to wear pajamas or a
hat on September 23rd. Students were thrilled with the opportunity to use their hard-earned points to
kick off fall break in pajamas and/or a hat!



https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/homepage.do?method=homepage&url=dawsoncountymiddleschool





Congratulations to our PBIS Student and Sta� Member of the
Week for the Month of September!







QUARTER 1 REWARDS DAY WILL BE ON OCTOBER 21ST


Every student that meets PBIS PROWL expectations this quarter will have the opportunity to
participate in Filed Day on October 21st! Be on the PROWL, DCMS!











Thank you to the following businesses for sponsoring our
ra�es in September!


DCMS Students and Sta� to Celebrate Red Ribbon Week
October 25th-29th
Students and staff will celebrate red ribbon week with dress-up days from October 25th-October 29th.
The 2021 National Red Ribbon Week Theme, is DrugFree Looks Like Me™. Created by Marin Wurst, a
7th grader at Solon Middle School in Solon, Ohio. This theme is a reminder that everyday Americans
across the country make signi�cant daily contributions to their communities by being the best they
can be because they live Drug-Free! Dress up days will be:
Monday, 10/25/21
Camo Day - Hideout from drugs
Tuesday, 10/26/21 
Decade Day -Life is a journey, travel drug-free
Wednesday, 10/27/21
Sports Day - Team up against drugs
Thursday, 10/28/21
America Day - Stand United in the decision to say "No"
Friday, 10/29/21
Halloween Costume Day - Say BOO to Drugs. 



https://www.redribbon.org/theme?hsLang=en









After School at DCMS -Athletic Activities


Click the image below to find information and schedules for
all DCMS Athletic Teams!







Cross Country Team Finishes Strong


Congratulations to the Girls Cross Country team for their win in Union County yesterday and
becoming the North Georgia Mountain League Champions! All the runners ran a great race and have
worked hard all season. Coach Edwards is proud of you and wants to thank you for all the hard work
you have put in this season.
 
Scoring for the Lady Tigers:
Hayden Hand - 1st overall (Individual Region Champ)
Addison Smith - 9th overall
Harper Dussouy - 10th overall
McKinley Adamson - 14th overall
Maria Gloeckner - 21st overall
 
The boys also ran a great race. Several of the boys were able to set a PR on this course.
Scoring for the Tigers: 
Luke Gloeckner - 2nd overall (Individual Region Runner-up)
Luke Collins - 20th overall
Eli Penland - 36th overall
Jack Ledbetter - 38th overall
Howie Caldwell - 39th overall
 
We are proud of all the runners and all the hard work they have put in this season! 



https://dcms.dawsoncountyschools.org/athletics





Basketball Tryouts for DCMS Coming Up!
Any boy interested in trying out for the boys' basketball team should see Coach Grigsby in the gym to
sign up. The �rst day of tryouts is Monday, Oct. 18th from 2:45-4:30.
Girls tryouts will be held on October 11th-13th from 3-5 pm in the DCMS gym.  
A current physical is required by the �rst day of tryouts. 







There will be a parent meeting on Monday, October 4th for anyone in grades 6th-8th who is interested
in wrestling. The meeting will be held in the DCMS Cafeteria at 5:30 pm. Signup, cost, calendar, and
more will be covered at the meeting so please make plans to be there.















After School at DCMS -Extracurricular Activities


Little Tiger Theater Co. Announces Two New Productions
The LittleTiger Theatre Co. announced two upcoming productions. Old Fashion Christmas
Performances will be held at DCMS on December 9th-11th. High School Musical Performances will be
held at the PAC on March 25th-27th. Congratulations to the cast for both productions! We can't wait
to see you perform!







Need Help? We've got you covered!







Counselor's Corner


The Help A Child Smile School Dentist is Coming to our
School on October 26th
Great news! The Help A Child Smile school dentist is coming to our school. We know that many of our
students are in need of safe dental care, now, more than ever. All insurance is accepted including
Medicaid and PeachCare. By having your child seen by the dentist at school, you can keep them
healthy, in school, and learning. Sign up online NOW at www.myschooldentist.com



http://www.myschooldentist.com/





https://dawsoncountyschools.org/departments/school_nutrition/menus









Over the summer, I had lunch with one of my longtime friends from Ohio. We have been friends since
1st grade. Whenever we get together, we share some of our favorite stories from school. Inevitably,
one of us says something to the effect of, “I’m glad cell phones and social media weren't around to
record that.” I think all of us who are at or over a certain age have said that at some point as well.







 
Unfortunately, our students today are growing up in a world full of social media and it is causing a
number of issues. Don’t get me wrong, social media can have its positives. It is a great way to
communicate with friends and family, celebrate each other, and provide important announcements. I
love seeing fun pictures and videos, encouraging posts, and uplifting quotes. The thing to remember is
that these are the actions of responsible individuals. Children have not necessarily learned all the
social and emotional skills necessary to use social media responsibly. With 81% of teens on social
media (according to the Pew Research Center), it explains why we see so many negative effects in
their lives.
 
We understand that parenting in the digital age can be scary with the potential of so many issues
arising from the various social media platforms:
 


Exposure to harmful or inappropriate content.
Cyberbullying and the increased risk factors for depression and anxiety that can come from it.
Dangerous people trying to contact your child.
Privacy concerns with them sharing personal data which could lead to identity theft.
Interference with sleep, academic performance, and family activities.


 
All of these dangers exist on multiple platforms with Snapchat, TikTok, and Instagram being some of
the more popular and dangerous ones.
 
So, what’s a parent to do? How can you protect your child’s mental, emotional, and physical health if
they have access to these apps?
 


1. Be aware and place limitations. Be aware of the apps your child uses; they can be clever with
hiding them. Be aware of who they are communicating with and what they are communicating.
Set limitations with the amount of time they spend on social media. An example is no screens
after 9:00 p.m. It is not like when we were kids and said something we regretted to a friend. If it is
put out on social media, then it is there for everyone to see and it exists forever.


2. Educate and communicate. Educate and model for them responsible use of social media and
technology in general. Communicate why you are not allowing them to have unrestricted access
to a phone or certain apps. Let them know the real concerns you have and how this protects
them.


3. Know you’re not alone. Every year we instruct your child on responsible use of the school issued
iPad and we monitor it. However, your voice as the parent has the greatest in�uence in the life of
your child. Your words and actions carry more weight than you may think.


 
There are many resources and sites for additional information on social media, its effects on children,
and support for you to help them in their understanding. Here are just a few I found helpful. Working
together we can help your child navigate these di�cult years as they mature and grow toward
responsible adulthood.
 
8 dangers of social media to discuss with kids and teens 
A Complete Guide to Potentially Dangerous Apps for Kids
7 Ways to Protect Your Kids on Social Media
 
Josh Lipps
 
Assistant Principal



https://www.care.com/c/5-dangers-of-social-media-to-discuss-with-you

https://www.familyeducation.com/mobile-apps/a-complete-guide-to-potentially-dangerous-apps-all-parents-should-be-aware-of

https://www.experian.com/blogs/ask-experian/how-to-protect-your-kids-on-social-media/





Facebook @DCMSTigers


Dawson County Middle School


5126 Georgia HWY 9, Dawsonvi… kwestbrook@dawson.k12.ga.us


706-216-4849 dcms.dawsoncountyschools.or…



https://forms.gle/kb3ghPfHjWW8CcCq9

https://support.schoology.com/hc/en-us/sections/200216633-Schoology-Videos

https://www.facebook.com/DCMSTigers/

http://www.twitter.com/@DCMSTigers

https://s.smore.com/u/35e03a67b203f43816a2c8a97e4068fa.png

http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=5126%20Georgia%20HWY%209%2C%20Dawsonville%2C%20GA%2C%20USA&hl=en

mailto:kwestbrook@dawson.k12.ga.us

tel:706-216-4849

https://dcms.dawsoncountyschools.org/




